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‘Wild Mint’ tells the story of a mother-daughter relationship beyond death. It's the story of strong,
courageous, striving women. It’s about partisans and deserters, about survival and the willpower
to keep on living. Essentially it's about the past in the present and the ever-present
consequences of Nazi-terror.

,’'ve missed her all my life’ Helga Emperger’s conveys when talking about the loss of her mother.
Nevertheless, she has found a way to embrace her own life with joy and optimism.

Carinthia, December 23rd, 1944: In the city of Graz eight death sentences are being carried out
on account of a court ruling by the infamous president of the court called “Volksgerichtshof”,
Roland Freisler. Amongst the victims: the communist Maria Peskoller from Villach. Her daughter,
16-year-old Helga Peskoller, is freed and survives. Before that both mother and daughter
undergo GESTAPO imprisonment, with them ultimately having to say their last good-byes. For
life. Memories eternally imprinted in Helga’s mind and heart. Questions that can never be
answered. Images that make no sense. An endless reflection of her memory. What’s left is the
pain. The past corrupts the present. ,Never again’, but Christmas comes every year.

65 years have passed and the young woman from back then is now 80 years old. The images
have found meaning. Helga has learnt to love life. Despite the pain. Despite the Nazis. Out of
love for her mother. And that’s that.

She travelled a lot; across the whole wide world: Helga in ltaly with a campervan, Helga at picnic
on the Pacific Coast, Helga at her weekly choir get-togethers. The kitchen fridge is humming. In
the end: the last photograph with her whole family taken in SonnenstraBe in Villach. A scarf. A
bracelet. Not much has remained. Reminders of the past are scattered across the kitchen table.
They are the starting point of a journey through time into the Carinthia of the 1940ies, into a
family’s daily vocation against the Nazi regime. A family whose life was brutally torn apart, in
effect still is disrupted yet powerfully remembered.

With Helga Emperger’s 85-minute-long narration, filmmaker Jenny Gand and historian Lisa Rettl
present a contemporary historical document of politically current relevance. On October 7™, 2009,
after years of attempted negotiations to achieve the acquittal of deserters, the Judiciary
Committee of the Republic of Austria passed a bill regarding the case. In it states that numerous



verdicts by the “Volksgerichtshof” as well as by “Sonder- and Standgerichten” (unauthorized
courts) and so called “Erbgesundheitsgerichten” (hereditary health tribunals) must be annulled.

With the law coming into effect by December 1%, 2009 the victims of the Nazi’s work of injustice
have finally been officially exonerated by the State of Austria, 64 years after the end of WWII.

With its very personal, biographical approach ‘Wild Mint’ places special emphasis on this
constantly marginalized victim group, and has contributed to putting the issue on the political

agenda.

The film can directly be related to the political
remembrance marking the 70™ anniversary of
the beginning of the war in the autumn of 2009.
Whereas in the memorials of 2009 the emphasis
was on the deserters, thus mainly focussing on
male biographies, ‘Wild Mint’ gives the female
point of view a voice and puts those women in
the foreground that with their supporting of the
deserters became victims of the merciless
injustice themselves. In addition the film
iluminates a piece of local Carinthian history
which until today has hardly ever been looked
into within contemporary historical studies.

www.wildeminze.at
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